ITALIAN COURSES

SPRING 2016
ITA101-001

MTWR
2:00-2:50 p.m. (LARCO)

ITA102-001

MTWR
12:00-12:50 p.m. (BENASSI)

ITA102-002

MTWR
3:00-3:50 p.m. (BENASSI)

ITA102-401

TR

6:00-7:40 p.m. (BENASSI)

ITA201-001

MWF

2:00-2:50 p.m. (ALLAIRE)

ITA202-001

MWF

11:00-11:50 a.m. (ALLAIRE)

ITA263-001

MWF

12:00-12:50 p.m. (ALLAIRE)

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ITA263-001: The Italian Novella: Sex, Lies, and Disguise
Spring 2016

Instructor: Prof. Gloria Allaire

The birth of the Italian novella–a short, prose narrative form with roots in medieval folk wisdom and didactic parables–was among the most significant events that shaped the course of European literature. From high tragedy to raucous ribaldry, from stories of love and adventure to tales of wit and cruelty, almost every modern literary genre draws inspiration from these Italian sources. Stories combine literary entertainment with realistic psychological motivations to offer sharp critiques of human behavior. The novella influenced later writers both in Italy and abroad: Chaucer, Shakespeare, Cervantes, and Lope de Vega reworked and retold basic novella plots and narrative situations.

In this course, we will read a selection of short stories by various authors (Masuccio Salernitano, Giovanni Fiorentino, Matteo Bandello, Giovanfrancesco Straparola, etc.) with the primary focus on Boccaccio's Decameron. Texts will be read in English translation and course will be taught in English. Counts as UK Core–Inquiry in Humanities (3 credits). Prerequisite: None.









